Welcome to January and a New Year
Ares Risk Management is here to help and support the travelling business community, keep you and your
personnel safe while travelling – especially if your business takes you to some of the worlds at risk, crisis or
conflict zones.
Before our Travel Trends & Risk Report, we’d like to remind you that when travelling abroad, even to countries
which are considered “safe”, we live in a dangerous world. While conflict or terror attacks might not be
prevalent in the country or city you are visiting, all countries and cities suffer from varying levels of crime. Be
aware of the types of crime you might encounter.
We would also like to remind you that the weather may cause disruption to your travel plans. We also advise
that you consider health issues and ensure that you are immunised (if need be) prior to travelling.
It is also worth noting that some over the counter and prescription medications which a legal and freely
accessible in the UK and Europe might be considered contraband in other countries so please be sure that you
are aware of the issues you may face when travelling abroad!
If you are travelling at any time this year and would like a more detailed country and regional risk
assessment, before deciding whether you need the services of an International Executive Close Protection
Team or not, please do not hesitate to contact us at
Ares Risk Management.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

~ SETTING THE SCENE FOR JANUARY ~
In December,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Retaliatory attacks in Iraq raised U.S.-Iran tensions to new heights, compounding Iraq’s
political and security woes and presaging further escalation in January.
In Syria, regime and Russian forces stepped up their offensive in the north-west.
Turkey’s potential deployment of troops in Libya could add fuel to the fire of an already
volatile situation.
In Burkina Faso, suspected jihadist attacks and intercommunal violence surged.
In Niger, jihadists carried out a major assault against security forces.
Boko Haram intensified its attacks in Cameroon’s far north and Chad’s west.
Fighting erupted in the capital of the Central African Republic and picked up momentum in
the northeast, where a battle for the provincial capital looms.
In Mozambique, suspected Islamist militants intensified their insurgency in the far north,
and an armed opposition faction may follow through on its threat to mark the president’s
inauguration on 15 January with attacks on civilians.
North Korea threatened to resume nuclear and long-range missile tests.
India’s controversial citizenship law sparked widespread protests.
A tide of killings shook the prison system in Honduras.

On the positive side,
•
•

an independence referendum was held in Papua New Guinea’s Bougainville, part of the
2001 peace agreement.
Resolution of a political dispute in Somaliland could open the way for parliamentary and

local elections.

EARTHQUAKES

Papua New Guinea – January 7, Magnitude 6.0.
To date, there have been no reports of casualties or death and no
subsequent tsunami alerts
Puerto Rico – January 7, Magnitude 5.6.
More than 500 earthquakes have hit Puerto Rico over the past 10
days with more quakes expected. Of the 500 quakes 34 have had a
magnitude of 4, and yesterday’s quakes were magnitude 5.6 – 6.4.
the quakes of the 7th January have left one man dead and several
people injured by collapsing buildings. In addition, the quakes have
damaged infrastructure, caused power outages. Landslides have
been recorded, and people have been left homeless.
Indonesia – January 7 & 8, Magnitude 6.2 & 6.3 respectively.
A strong earthquake jolted Indonesia’s northwest on Tuesday, but
no tsunami warning was issued and there were no immediate
reports of injuries or damage.
Oaxaca, Mexico – January 4 & 5, Magnitude 5.8
A strong earthquake struck the southern Mexican state of Oaxaca
late on Saturday, near to the Pacific coastline and the neighbouring
state of Chiapas, prompting security protocols to be activated.

Oaxaca’s civil protection agency said there have been no reports of
damages

TROPICAL
CYCLONES/HURRICANES/
TYPHOONS

Nicaragua – January 3, Magnitude 5.5
over the past 14 days, there have been four earthquakes in
Nicaragua, with quake magnitudes ranging from 4.3 to 5.5. To date,
there have been no reports of the level of damage or injuries.
The Hurricane Season across the Caribbean/ Bahamas/Florida and
Carolina’s/Mexico and Northern South American countries spans
from the 1st June through to the end of November annually.
The Typhoon Season in Japan and Western Pacific spans from July to
October.
Cyclone Season – South Pacific runs annually from November to
April.
Reunion & Mauritius
Dec 30 - January 1 – Tropical Cyclone Calvinia brought several days
of heavy rain and high winds, in coastal areas of Reunion and
Mauritius. As well as high winds and torrential rains there is an
increased risk of mudslides.

FLOODS / LANDSLIDES

VOLCANOES
DROUGHTS

Australia – January 6 – 8 – Tropical Cyclone Blake
Australian forecasters report the storm, named Tropical Cyclone
Blake, is currently a category 1 storm which means it has wind
speeds of 74 to 95mph, is moving Southwest off the coast of Broome
towards Port Hedland. (Western Australia) As cyclone Blake travels
inland heavy/torrential rain and high winds is expected in Central
Western Australia with a high risk of flash flooding the desert terrain.
Indonesia
The death toll from floods and landslides in Indonesia has risen
to at least 66 people, as the country’s authorities
warned residents of more heavy downpours in the coming days.
Entire neighbourhoods in the capital Jakarta and its satellite
cities, home to about 30 million people, were submerged last
week by floodwaters that forced tens of thousands into
temporary shelters. A total of 169 areas across Indonesia were
reported last week to have been overwhelmed by floods.
Located in the equatorial belt, Indonesia with its tropical
climate often suffers from flash floods and landslides, mainly
triggered by monsoon rainfall between October and April.
No new eruptions to report so far in 2020
Western Australia
Wildfires, which have been fuelled by persistent heat waves,
one of the worst droughts the country has seen in decades and
the effects of climate change, have collectively swelled to 8.4
million hectares over the course of the last five months,
destroying more than 2,000 homes. Dought and Wild-fire
affected states include Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria
and Western Australia.
Bulgaria, Iraq, Iran & Turkey
These regions have been in the grip of drought conditions for 11
consecutive weeks. Drought conditions are a problem for agriculture
and food security. To date, there have been no reports of food
shortages or a shortage of clean drinking water.

Overall there have been no NEW disease outbreaks or epidemics to report this month.
CHOLERA OUTBREAK:
DENGUE FEVER OUTBREAK:
EBOLA HEMORRHAGIC FEVER OUTBREAK:
LASSA FEVER OUTBREAK:
MALARIA EPIDEMIC:
MEASLES OUTBREAK:

POLIO OUTBREAK:

Nigeria | Cameroon | Ethiopia | Kenya |
Tanzania| Zambia | Mozambique | India |
Yemen | Burundi
Honduras | Maldives | Thailand | Cambodia |
Laos | Malasia | Nepal | Vietnam | Sri Lanka |
Bangladesh | Philippines
Rwanda | South Sudan | Burundi | Uganda |
South Africa
Nigeria | Liberia | Sierra Leone | Guinea |
Honduras
Burundi | Togo
Democratic Republic of Congo | South Sudan |
Madagascar | Nigeria| South America | Ukraine
| Philippines | UK
Afghanistan | Cameroon | Democratic Republic of
Congo | Ethiopia | Islamic Republic of Iran |
Mozambique | Niger | Nigeria | Pakistan | Papua
New Guinea |Somalia | Philippines

If you are travelling to any of the countries listed below – take extreme care and exercise maximum caution
as these countries at very high risk of descending into conflict and or experiencing a deepening of preexisting conflict. If travelling to the countries listed below specialist Hostile Environment Close Protection
and armoured transport should be considered a must!
Central African Republic ~ Mozambique ~ Iran ~ Iraq ~ Lybia

IRAN

IRAQ

LYBIA

Iran-U.S. tensions rose as U.S. responded to series of attacks on U.S.
assets in Iraq with strikes on Iran-backed militia there. Today Jan 8,
Iran launched missile attacks on U.S. bases in Iraq. This could lead to
a significant escalation of hostilities in the region underscores the
worrying prospect of war.
In addition to the geopolitical tensions, there has been considerable
civil unrest and protests over rising fuel cost. In one protest alone 304
protesters were killed. Continued protests and political tensions are
expected in January along with continued violent clashes between
protesters and security forces and as previously said the looming
clouds of war.
Following PM Mahdi’s resignation, wrangling over his successor
extended political paralysis. The security forces continued their
deadly crackdown on anti-govt protests.
In response to the increasing attacks on U.S. assets, U.S. airstrikes on
Iran-backed militia triggered a violent protest at U.S. embassy raising
the risk that U.S.-Iran tensions fuel further escalation. 8 January Iran
launched missiles strike targeting U.S. and Coalition bases in Iran, the
fear is that this volatile situation could become even more precarious
and collapse into war.
Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan National Army (LNA) made some
advances in an offensive to take capital Tripoli from UN-backed Govt
of National Accord (GNA). The UN-led efforts to promote ceasefire

The
Central
Republic

Mozambique

remained stalled and Turkey’s potential deployment of troops to
support GNA could escalate fighting in the coming weeks.
African Violence erupted in capital Bangui leaving at least 51 dead and
fighting between armed groups intensified in provinces especially in
the northeast, where the looming fight for provincial capital Birao
could see worse violence in January. With numerous armed militias
operating across the country, the situation is volatile.
Suspected Islamist militants intensified attacks on civilians and
security forces in far north of the country. Deadly attacks rose in the
centre and dissident faction of opposition party Renamo threatened
strikes on the day of President Nyusi’s inauguration for a second term
on 15 Jan. In Cabo Delgado province in far north, militants carried out
over a dozen attacks on civilians and security forces, leaving over 50
civilians and combatants dead. Notably, militants ambushed three
vehicles 25km south of Palma, early in December, and reportedly
killed two. The violence and death has continued across the country
with no let-up. The violence is expected to continue.

If you are travelling to any of the countries listed below – take extreme care and exercise maximum caution
as these countries at very volatile and there is a high risk that with no to little notice the countries as a whole
or regions within the countries could descend into open conflict. Hostile Environment Close Protection
specialists should be considered a must if you have no choice but to travel to these countries or regions
within them!

Burkina Faso, DR Congo, Mali, Somalia, Somaliland, Sri Lanka, Korean Peninsula, Georgia, Tajikistan,
Bolivia, Nicaragua, Algeria, Iran, Iraq, Syria

BURKINA FASO

NIGER

CAMEROON

The CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC
CHAD

MOZAMBIQUE

Suspected jihadist attacks and intercommunal violence surged in
the east and north. The area in south-west running along the
border with Côte d’Ivoire as a red zone, indicating the highest level
of security risk.
Jihadists continued to launch attacks in the west – including the
deadliest single attack against security forces in the country’s
history – and the south-east. In the west near Malian border,
suspected members of Islamic State’s Sahel affiliate launched a
suicide attack against the army base in Agando, Tahoua region,
killing three soldiers. Women and girls are at risk of jihadist
kidnapping. Boko Haram and IS are very active in the country and
continued attacks against security forces and civilians is anticipated.
Boko Haram (BH) stepped up attacks in the far north of the country
and conflict between Anglophone separatists and military
continued in the west. In the far north, BH launched attacks on
several villages and clashed with security forces leaving dozens
dead. Notably, BH reportedly killed tens of civilians on islands in
Lake Chad, including on Chadian side of border, including at least
nineteen Cameroonians.
See Conflict Risk Alert above.
Between political tensions within the country, and an increase in
militant Islamist insurgency, clashes between Boko Haram, security
forces and civilians are likely to continue and escalate.
Boko Haram (BH) increased rate and deadliness of attacks in west
and authorities detained high-ranking officials over corruption. In
Lake Chad province in the west, BH attack night on an army post
reportedly left at least four soldiers and thirteen militants dead. BH
raid on fishermen’s camp near Kaiga left at least fourteen dead and
thirteen missing. On Lake Chad BH reportedly killed tens of civilians
including Chadians, Cameroonians and Nigerians.
See Conflict Risk Alert above.

KOREAN PENINSULA

INDIA (non-Kashmir)

Tensions between the U.S.A. and North Korea continues to be
challenging, with North Korea threatened to resume nuclear and
long-range missile tests, blaming continued U.S. “hostile policy”;
warned world DPRK will soon possess “new strategic weapon”.
Added to the tensions was Seoul’s rejection of the U.S.A’s
demands to enlarge the scope of costs in existing agreement for
South Korea to cover. A new round of talks on this matter is
expected
in
Jan.
While in the U.S.A, amid fears Trump might withdraw troops, U.S.
Senate passed provisions prohibiting reduction of total U.S. troops
in South Korea below 28,500 unless defence secretary deems it
benign for U.S. and key allies’ national security interests.
Controversial citizenship law sparked widespread protests across
the country leading to deadly clashes with security forces, while
skirmishes between security forces and Maoists continued.
On the 12th Dec, the Government passed the Citizenship
Amendment Act granting citizenship to non-Muslim migrants
persecuted in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who illegally
entered India before 2015; ostensibly in an effort to shield religious
minorities
fleeing
persecution.
Critics argue law contravenes the secular constitution and its
combination with the planned National Register of Citizens could
disenfranchise sections of the country’s Muslim minority.
The new law sparked nationwide protests and clashes with security
forces, leaving twenty-seven dead and hundreds injured. Thousands
detained for defying the ban on protests imposed in several states.
Police in Uttar Pradesh (India’s largest state, north) was accused of
openly targeting Muslims following chief minister’s call for
“revenge” against protesters, leading to at least 19 killed on 18
December.
Five states and two union territories have announced they will not
implement the Act, though the federal government says they lack
legal
power
to
refuse.
the
In Chhattisgarh state (centre east), police-reported security
forces killed two suspected Maoist rebels in a counter-insurgency
operation. Insurgents confirmed death (from illness) of rebel leader
Ravalu Srinivas (aka Ramanna), party Central Committee member
and historical figure of movement in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar district.
Police announced the surrender of around 450 Maoist
sympathisers in Odisha state (east). Suspected insurgents shot dead
the supervisor of a mining company in Jharkand (northeast). killed
two villagers in Bihar’s Lakhisari district (north), who were accused
of
being
police
informers
were
killed.
In the immediate short term, and in light of events from 12
December to date – India is volatile – protests and deadly clashes
are expected to continue into January

HONDURAS

SYRIA

Crime and violence as well as corruption are huge problems in
Honduras and poses significant risks to Hondurans as well as visitors
to the country. In December a tide of killings shook the prison
system, while the fate of anti-corruption body MACCIH (Mission to
Support the Fight against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras)
remains unclear. Protests in December turned deadly
While this tide of mass killings have been restricted to the prison
system and the work of MACCIH. There is ongoing civil unrest
throughout the country.
Overall the situation in Syria is volatile and dangerous!
The Syrian regime doesn’t control all parts of the country. notably
in the north-west and northeast of the country where fighting
continues to take place causing significant civilian casualties and
displacement. Daesh, formerly known as ISIL, continues to operate
as an insurgency and conducts regular attacks, especially in
northeast Syria and other terrorist groups are also active.
Throughout Syria, local security situations are fragile and can
deteriorate into armed clashes without warning.
Following the death of Iranian General Qasem Soleimani in a US
strike in Baghdad on 3 January, the incident has led to increased
tensions in the region. There is a possibility of an increased threat
against Western interests and the security situation could worsen
with little warning.
Against this backdrop, Russian President Vladimir Putin has met his
Syrian counterpart, Bashar al-Assad, during a rare visit to the Syrian
capital on January 7th, as the prospect of war between Iran and
the United States loomed over the region. Tuesday's visit was
Putin's first to Damascus and second to Syria, a key Iran ally, since
the start of the nearly nine-year war that Russian troops joined in
2015 to support the Syrian government.
Terrorists are very likely to try to carry out attacks in Syria.
Continued attacks across Syria including in major cities, have left
large numbers of people dead or injured. There is also a very high
threat of kidnapping throughout Syria. There have been a number
of kidnappings, including of British nationals and other Westerners,
by Daesh and other groups.
Regime and Russian forces intensified airstrikes and ground
offensive in north-west taking ground from rebels. In the north
west, regime forces launched a ground assault to retake territory
they lost in the previous month. Regime and Russian airstrikes
continued to target rebel-held areas in Idlib Provence. State news
reported in late December that they had retaken control of 22
villages in Maarat al-Numan district.

IRAN
IRAQ

See Conflict Risk Alert above.
See Conflict Risk Alert above.

